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Mansfield and his company for an evening to Staten
Island. That pleasant municipal frontier . , . has many
charms. ... Its inhabitants, with a simplicity not un-
known in other rural suburbs, and traditional with
islanders, fondly believe their island to be the most at-
tractive spot in the neighbourhood of the city. But the
most daring islander never alleged that its theatre was
superior to all other theatres. In fact, though the heroic
Staten Islander recoils from no arduous assertion, this
would surely tax his courage, for the reason that there is
no theatre. All the more gracious, therefore, was the
bounty of Mr. Mansfield, who, to aid the Winter Library,
founded by Mr. William Winter in memory of his son, a
noble child too early lost, crossed the bay with all that
makes a theatre except the building, and gave the most
complete and delightful performance in the history of the
island. ...

The play of "Prince Karl" is one of the dramas of high
spirits, like the chapters of Dickens's stories where the
impression is simply of rollicking fun. The dramatic
unities and probabilities are very properly shown the door
in such plays as having no part in the business in hand.
The effect depends wholly on the promptness, intelligence,
and sympathy of the players, and all these conditions were
never more fully satisfied than in this performance of
"Prince Karl." The readiness and precision with which
every situation was seized, and every opportunity de-
veloped with the utmost vivacity, were delightful. The
illusion was complete. The company played as if in
their own theatre with every resource, and never, even
under those circumstances, could they have played with
more spirit.

Mr. Mansfield, who as Beau Brummell and Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde, is the dramatic hero of the hour, displayed
his remarkable versatility with the naturalness of action
and freedom from exaggeration which are among his
excellent qualities. His mimicry of private musical
artists was irresistibly ludicrous, and proceeded amid
peals of laughter. The effect of the droll play, whicht of May,
